





Ready to Reel It In?

Summer is prime time in the Sportsman’s Paradise for anyone that’s
hooked on fishing. To avoid being caught unprepared this summer
follow these safety tips and you’ll be set to catch that next big one.

Gear Up for Fun.

Wear protective clothing when fishing.
Hooks and other sharp objects are a
hazard to hands, feet, and eyes. Wear
shoes whether fishing onshore, in a boat,
or wading in the water. Stray hooks, glass,
sharp rocks and other objects onshore
and in the water could cut bare feet. In a
boat, shoes designed to keep you from
slipping may keep you from taking an
unexpected dip into a Louisiana bayou.

Cast Carefully.

After you’ve reached your favorite fishing
hole you can sit back, relax, and cast off.
Right? Not quite. You need to be sure to

Other Water Safety Tips.

look behind you before casting so that
your big catch isn’t another person.

Tackling Safety.

Don’t leave your tackle lying on the ground
where someone may trip, fall, or step on a
hook. Save it for the fish. Always remove
hooks and lures from your line and store
them in your tackle box before putting
away your other equipment.

Remove Hooks, Not Fingers.

If a hook is deep inside of a fish’s mouth
don’t put your hand inside to pry it out.
You’ll need your fingers for filleting.
Instead use a hook remover or cut the line
as far back as possible to release the fish.

Whether enjoying boating or fishing you can assure more fun in the
sun by following these additional tips.

Sunny Side Up.

Killer sunburns can ruin an otherwise
great day on the water. Apply sunscreen
at least 30 minutes before you head
outdoors. This includes cloudy days
too. Every true outdoorsman needs a
sunscreen with an SPF of 15 or greater
to protect against harmful UVA and
UVB rays. Frequently reapply sunscreen
after swimming or sweating, or every
two hours.

Dive into Safety.

Never dive into a river, lake or ocean.
There is no way to tell how deep the water
is and what you may meet on the way in.
Diving into shallow bodies of water can
cause serious injury or death.

Take Cover.
The first, and best, line of defense against
the sun is covering up. Wear a hat with a

three-inch brim or a bill facing forward,
sunglasses (look for sunglasses that
block 99-100% of ultraviolet rays), cotton
clothing with a tight weave and/or use an
umbrella. We also recommend staying in
the shade whenever possible and limiting
sun exposure during the peak intensity
hours - between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Use
extra caution near water and sand as they
reflect UV rays and may result in sunburns
more quickly.

Personal Watercraft

(PWC) Safety.

Jet skis, like any other motor vehicle on
the water, may pose a danger if used
improperly. Be sure you know how to
operate the machine before hopping on.
Law requires anyone who uses a jet ski
to wear a PFD. Most jet ski accidents are
caused by collisions. To prevent these,
stay at least 100 feet away from other

watercrafts, rafts, and swimmers. Jet

skis should only be used during daytime
hours to avoid visibility issues for you and
other boaters.

This Bud’s For You.

Fishing or boating with a friend makes for
twice the fun while also making for a safer
trip. So, bring a buddy each time you go
out on the water.

Weathering the Storm.

Sudden wind shifts, lightening flashes and
choppy water all mean a storm is brewing.
Had you checked the local weather station
before casting off to catch perch, cats or
bass, you may have avoided a swamp-
fest outing. Even on sunny days it is best
to bring a radio and periodically check

for weather updates. If bad weather is
approaching, get off the water early.
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