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Opening Soon to Serve You - the Safety Council 
Addis Office 

In an effort to serve the needs of our 
members in West Baton Rouge parish and 
surrounding parishes, the Safety Council has 
started construction on a new facility in Addis.  

The groundbreaking for this project was held 
last month at the future site located at 7640 
Highway 1 South, just south of the Addis 
Community Center. The facility, due for 
completion in November, 2007, will consist of 
approximately 6,000 sq. feet and house a 
sophisticated computer training laboratory, 
state-of-the-art classrooms as well as the 
offices of Gulf Coast Occupational 
Medicine. 

 

Pictured Left to Right: Safety Council Chairman of the Board, 
Keith Sliman; Gulf Coast Occupational Medicine Administrator, 
Sarah Taylor; and, WBR President Riley “Pee Wee” Berthelot.

 

   
Pictured Left to Right: WBR Sheriff Mike Cazes; Dow LA Operations 
Responsible Care Leader and Safety Council Executive Board 
Member, Dennis Davis; President/CEO Safety Council, Kathy Trahan; 
Dow Plaquemine Operations Site Director, Lee Trusty; GBRIA 
Executive Director, Connie Fabre’; and, Addis Mayor, Carroll 
Bourgeois 

Dow Plaquemine Operations Site 
Director, Lee Trusty says, “We are 
looking forward to the opening of this new 
office. It certainly will make it more 
convenient for our contractors to get their 
safety training and help us meet our 
safety goals.” Safety Council 
President/CEO Kathy Trahan says, “We 
hope this new facility will help support the 
community and encourage new expansion 
projects like those currently taking place 
at Shintech and Criterion Catalysts.” If 
you have any questions about our new 
facility, contact Dianna Braud at (225) 
766-0955 ext. 125 or 
dbraud@safetylca.org.
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Hello Operator! The Safety Council Opens Its 
Doors to Provide Skill-Based Training for Existing 
Workers 

Safety Council member company PCS Nitrogen Fertilizer is taking advantage of funds 
available through the Louisiana Department of Labor (LDOL) to provide skill-based 
training and assessments for its process operators. Your company may also be able to 
secure funding through the LDOL Incumbent Worker Training Program (IWTP) to 
assess your workforce and close training gaps that might exist. 

 
At a recent ceremony, LDOL 
presented PCS with a check for 
more than $274,000 to be used 
for training of their existing 
employees. PCS Human 
Resource Manager, Mike 
Hebert says, “Moving this 
training to the Safety Council 
was the best thing we could 
have done with this grant.”  
Using a previously developed 
operator job profile, the Safety 
Council has been able to assess 
the skills of PCS operators and 
train them to close identified 
gaps. There are over 432 
occupations that have been 
profiled through the US 
Department of Labor and 
mapped to 26 career areas. 

  

  

Pictured Left to Right: Safety Council President/CEO, Kathy Trahan; IWTP Program 
Director, Michael Harris, Esq.; PCS Nitrogen HR Manager, Mike Hebert; Safety 

Council VP of Operations, Bill Dufrene; Grant Consultant, Dale Andrews

A Louisiana company must meet certain requirements to apply for an IWTP grant. They 
also must select a Primary Training Provider, such as the Safety Council, who meets 
specific requirements set forth by LDOL. Both parties then develop a customized training 
plan. Once these steps are complete, the application must be filled out online at 
https://iwtp.laworks.net/Launch/LaunchPage.asp?CET=Y.  

For those companies who employ 50 people or less, LDOL has designed a more 
streamlined program called Small Business Employee Training (SBET). The Safety 
Council is an authorized Training Provider for that program as well. See the article titled 
“Receive $3K Per Employee for Training?!?” in this month’s Gotta Minute? for additional 
info. For more detailed information about these programs visit LDOL’s website at 
www.laworks.net.  
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Receive $3K Per Employee for Training?!? 

We are offering OSHA classes, utilities training, First Aid/CPR training, COSS 
courses and many more classes at no cost to qualified businesses.  

Does your company employ 50 people or less? Have you been in business 
for at least three years? Then you might be eligible to receive training 
through the Louisiana Department of Labor (LDOL) Small Business 
Employee Training Program (SBET).  

SBET is designed to benefit your business by assisting in the skill 
development of existing employees through  individual, off-the-shelf training 
and the Safety Council is an Authorized Training Provider. Employers are 
reimbursed for tuition and required textbooks and manuals once the training 
has been completed and proper documentation has been submitted to the 
LDOL. Training costs cannot exceed $3,000 per trainee per state fiscal year 
(July 1 – June 30).  

For a list of Safety Council courses that qualify for reimbursement through 
the SBET program, visit www.safetylca.org/t/CourseAZ.asp?
loc=t&tag=t1&pg=CourseAZ.asp and look for the courses designated as 
“GRANT ELIGIBLE.”   

Once you have identified eligible courses and the employees that will take 
them, you can visit www.laworks.net and click “online services” and then 
click “Small Business Employee Training Application.” Print the instructions 
for easy reference. You will need to create your own login and have your 
company’s Federal Tax and Unemployment ID Numbers available.  

Helpful Hints  

• When typing your Federal Tax ID Number do not include the dash 
• Don't be alarmed if you get a disclaimer that says, “your company MAY 
NOT be eligible to participate in the SBET program.”  
• If you receive other error messages, recheck your numbers and if that 
doesn’t correct the problem call the telephone number in the message.  
• The Safety Council is a SBET Authorized Training Provider but the drop 
down menu on the LDOL website may not yet be updated. You may still 
submit your application by printing a hardcopy and writing “Safety Council” 
in the "Training Provider" section.  

If you have any questions regarding the SBET training available through the 
Safety Council, contact Dianna Braud (225) 766-0955 ext. 125 or 
dbraud@safetylca.org. 
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Shocking News  

According to the American Red Cross, more than 200,000 Americans die of sudden 
cardiac arrrest every year and up to 50,000 of those deaths could have been 
prevented if an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) was available for immediate 
use. You may have noticed these devices in airports, health clubs and other public 
places and since we see such a large volume of your employees in our offices, we 
have decided to install them at the Safety Council as well.  

An AED is a portable electronic 
device that automatically analyzes 
the hearts rhythm for any 
abnormalities and, if necessary, 
an audible voice directs the user 
to deliver an electrical shock to 
the victim with just a push of a 
button. AED training is now 
incorporated into all of our CPR 
classes that are held every Friday 
at the Baton Rouge location. 
While the AED is easy to use, only 
qualified individuals should 
operate the device. The majority 
of Safety Council employees are 
trained in the event you or one of 
your workers ever suffers a 
cardiac emergency while on our 
premises.

Ease of use and increased affordability has led to the recent popularity of these 
devices. If your company is interested in CPR/AED training for your employees contact 
Nancy Simpson at (225) 766-0955 ext. 139 or nsimpson@safetylca.org.
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New Resource: A Solution to Your Workforce 
Shortage 

What if you could decrease your turnover rate, fill your job openings with qualified 
individuals, reduce your downtime, improve your productivity and make more money for 
your company?  A new resource available through your Safety Council, ACT™ 
WorkKeys®, can help you achieve these goals. Eight key employability skills have been 
identified through the WorkKeys system: 

applied math  
listening  
writing  
teamwork  
applied technology  
locating information  
observation and  
business writing 

For those that don't score at the required level, training is offered through the loyees 
to develop your workforce.  

Washington-based Steelscape Inc. experience a 21% decrease in manufacturing 
expenses, a 95% decrease in overtime and a reduction in turnover rate from 33% to 
under 4% in one year, when they implemented WorkKeys as a pre-employment 
screen tool.  HR Manager, Kim Cheatly says, “Completion of WorkKeys allows us to 
select the best of the best. The employees we select using WorkKeys are superstars, 
and we’re very satisfied with their performance and interpersonal skills.” The Safety 
Council invites you to learn more about this new resource during an upcoming Lunch 
and Learn in August.  

In addition to offering the ACT WorkKeys at the Safety Council, we are offering 
certification testing through ACT. What does this mean for your company? If you have 
employees with certifications that need to be renewed periodically, you may be able 
to schedule your testing through the Safety Council. Testing for certifications 
associated with industries such as mechanical, plumbing, pipe fitting, HVAC, process 
technology and many others are available through the Safety Council. A complete list 
of certification tests offered can be viewed by visiting 
www.act.org/actcenters/overview/testing.html. If you have any questions about these 
new services, contact Arbrie King at (225) 766-0955 ext. 198 or aking@safetylca.org. 

  

Go to Gotta Minute? Home       

    ACT is a trademark of ACT, Inc. WorkKeys is a system of ACT, Inc. WorkKeys is a registered trademark of 
ACT, Inc. All WorkKeys products and materials are copyrighted by ACT, Inc.      
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2nd Quarter New Members - Welcome!  

C & C Safety Solutions  
 
Foam Specialties LLC 
 
Guy R. Buffington  
 
Higher Ground Electric Company 
 
Howard Dedicated Operations, 
Inc.  
 
Jeff Zeagler, Inc. 
 
Joe Banks Drywall & Acoustics 
Southeast  
 
MIT International Inc.  
 
Polk Community College 
 
Pumba Electric  
 
Rene's Trucking Inc.  
 
Roland J. Robert Distributor, Inc. 
 
Safety Compliance Services, Inc. 
 
 
Securitas Security Services USA 
 
Sepratech Corporation 
 
Silberline Mfg. Co., Inc. 
 
Southern Electric Corp. of MS 
 
Southern Surplus Service, Inc. 
 
Tesla Offshore, LLC. 
 
Teton Industrial Construction 
 
Toshiba International 
Corporation 
 
Wide Open West Finance 
 
 
 
Learn about the benefits of 
becoming a member of the 
Safety Council 
Click here  

  

 
 
 

Don't Miss this year's 
conference! 

 
 September 19, 2007  

 
Holiday Inn Select, Baton 

Rouge, LA 
 

Check out our live 
demonstrations in the: 

 

 
 

Visit www.thesafetyexpo.com for more 
information or call Dianna Braud at 

(225) 766-0955 ext. 125. 

 




